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A protracted iolerview botween the Presidant and
Secretary of War took plase yesterday, the objeat or res
wuli of which hes not transpired.

Additional important Mexican news (s furnished in our
Vera Cruz corregpondence to the 13th inst, The lmpe
rial papers sguounce that Don Manuel Rulz, Judge of

nmmmﬂmmmmm
would amount to but litle, The usual percentage
allowed to bailders for important buildinzs 5 ten per
cent, and privato buildings are geoerally bulll in this
manper. mmmwmwthmwemudl
materials, and the bufiders from six to ton peroceal
The new bullding is being roofed in now, and the court
rooms will be ready for cccupancy in the spring. The
dome and the porticos will take a loager time W faish,
the splendid carved capitals of the columns requiring
eight or nino months to cul. The perceniage system
was adopted, in Imitation of privale enlgrprises, o secure
s speedy completion and do away with the delays of
salarled officlals. The sum of Ove bundred dollars was

direcled to be paid to the Clerk ol the Excise Commis-
gloners for services dariug the year. The amount of two
thousand nine hundred and fifty-fonr dollars was ordered
to bo pald for legal scrvices to the county during the
recent gubernatorial investigation. The Board adjourned
till to-day at three o'clock P. M.

Tho Board of Aldermen mel yesterday afternoon, and
transacted » great deal of routioe business. A commu-
nication from the Mayor relative o the accommodations
to be provided for the Law Depariment of the city wad

ferred to the C. i on Bopairs and Bupplies. The
Toard created (he offica of [nspector of City Rallroads,
the salary of the oficial boing fixed at three thousand
dollars per annum.  The sum of four thibusand doltars
was dounted to the Ladies' Union Atd Society. The ordi--

| mance relative to the widening of Ann piroet was re-

forred Yo the Committer on Btrests. The Bomrd meets
Bgain at one o'clock this afteracvn.

The Board uf Counciimen were In session yesterday,
and d o large amount of t g3, . They oon-
currad with the Ald in dirscting the completion of
the Soldiers’ Monument nt Calvary Camelery, at a eost
not to exveed the amouut orlglaldl:r appropriated, and io
grauting the application of the Fire Commissioners for
grounds in Buriiag slip on which to ersct houses for
storing fire apparatus.  The Corporation Counsel was di
rected to take the necesanry legal steps lo widen Broad-
way twenty-three fool, north of Fifty-sevouth streot,

day (Friday) for 8. Thomas, Pars Pernambuco, Bahia
and Rio Janeiro, leaving pier No.d43 North river punc-
tually atthroe o'clock P M. Thisis the second voyage
of the Havana lo the above porta, aud the gencral satis-
faction expressed by passengers who weol out in her oo
her first trip as woll as those whoreiurned by ber, as to
mmmwmupum whip and the
oxceilent accommodationa for all, should be sufficient to
induce those wishing to vislk any pf the above ports to
avail thomselves of this opportunyy. Mr. J, E Huertas
s the obliging and attentive .

A young man named William Rbelor, who It was un-
derstood was yesterday 10 engage (n & prize fight near the
Fushion race course with anotherindividunt salled Jeff.,
was arrested by the police at r's Polot during \he
day. Tho sald pagilists, who are light weight fighters,
are the champlons respectively of what are known as the
Googhegan and McFay factions of bruisers of this eity.
A numboer of expeclant spectaiors of the sport were
sssembled nt Hunter's Point (o take the cars for tho
ground of contest; but on the amest of Keeler, finding
that the gnme was spoited, Mnmru,m none of
ther wars arrested.

Duricg a quarrel om Tuesday night between Heary
Baner and John Mioe, of No, Serenth aveaue, the
former, as allaged, struck the r & sovors blow on
the heud, fracturing his skull, and producing injories
from the effocts of which he i aot lmwm

- Bauer was arrested and

Over one thousand dollars’ of mmﬂ

yosterday ‘morning. stefén’ from pier No. 17 Esst river. |

Michae! Bullivap, a. Mmuhbnnﬂ pler No. 80,
mmmmm
twoan three and m.wt the ‘morning, passing -

mmmnwmm Bags of india §
rubbor which is. dald to be' a pertion of the uulan Tot. -

Bullivan way arrested; bot bis comrades dropped their
loads and 0¢d, Other portions of the missing atock have
been found concealod st pler Ko. 40, and in s junk shop,
and the most of it has been recoversidl

Witliam M. D, Conkling and Albert Iorm, un Jrutln
of elghteen and ni , werh ¥ y com d on

running with the woesterly line of Seventh s, Ove

handrod feet distant  thersfcom, (o the southerly
line of Fiftyninth strost. ‘That officer wus aldo
fmstrucked Lo take legmi procoedings for widen-

ing and exteoding Aun and Fulton streets from
Park row to  Fuiton ferry. An appropristion of
five thousaud dollars was made to a parochial school in
Fourteenth sireol, which was wigorously opposed by Mr
Patterson, Le claimisg that such appropriatious tonded
to «up the fortndation of the publie school sysiem. Five
thonsand dolinrs was dorated to the Union Home School
for e education of the children of voluntecrs. One
th I deilars wos volad to each of the Presidents of

the Supreme Court of the republic, has abandoned Juarez

and protected agenst the latter continuing 19 et as

President after Lis copstitutional term ha: expired.

Fvents ot aud in the vicluity of Vera Cruz do not indi-

cate any intention of the ¥French 1o withdraw [rom the

ennntry #t an early day, but ou the contrary are re-
garded there us showing a disposition to contest their oc-
capaucy of Mexican territory with the United Statos,

The uwvrivals of soldiers from France eoantinne, twelve

hundred being landed at Vora Cruz on the 6th inst., apd

about three hundred more on the 11th, all of whem wore
imuoedintely afier sent into the fleld. French cannon
and othor war munitions and sepplies are still dsily ar-
riving, and the defences of the city are being greatly
strengibwned and remounied with the heavissl and most
fmproved gona, the work being carried on as secrelly as
possible, snd princlpally ab night., Further particulars

are given of the victorles alluded to In yesterday s

Hrraup, which the imporialists claim to bave paned at

Monterey over the forces of the repoblican General

Baoobedo, on the 23, 234, 34th and 25th of November,

They represent thut he was driven out of tbe city with

cotgiderable logs and pursued for about ona handred and

Afty miles.  Ouwr correspondent, frowever, regurds thege

bounstod trivmphs as very small altairs, General Esewbodo,

after bolding who city for aofe days, during which his
troopa stubbornly defouded their position i sevenl

sovere engagrments, deeming it pradent to withdraw, n

consequence of the imperialisis boinye larﬂly reinforcod.

A bearer of despatolies from the Moxican Gupityl. on bis

way 1o Wosliington, was in Vers Cruz on'thy 13th inst,

The rebel Mawry, Maxtmilian's Commissipuer of Colo.

pizatlon, hay iened auothor eimutne sotting fovth the ad-

vantnges of Moexieo for emizranta; bat the mujority of

those ailin 4% who have slready arrived thore anponr o

b in o miverahle cond don,

In regard Lo the progress of the eontest on e Paclllo
const of Mesico, & Jan Franclseo derpatel stutes that the
ropublican Geueral Alvarow waa withia twenty-eight
milez of Acapuleo on the 30th of Novembor, and was

" conldeut of sueress.  Ho wak greatly barasving the im.
perinlisis, and had cut off their supplies of Jrovisions
from tie curroundicg coumtry.

(nir Parls correspondenes ambodies n number of yigni
ficant commenty of the Freoch press upon GCenel
Seholeid's mission to Europe ond his recent specch in
Pariz. Tho provailing opinion in the Froneh capial s
that Napoleou s beginning to see a hole throush which
ho can eccape from his Mexienn parploxitios with cloan
clothe:, Im the misellancoos exiracis frore the Euro.
poan papers will be found some atruage redelations of
court Wie in tho 010 World,

Caundinn afadrs, as preconted do our Tuwonie and
Montres! despatches, appear pretty much niixed, as
waual,  Mr, Howlind bas beon ajpuinted to sacceod Mr,
Brown ne Prosident of the Council in the Causdian Min-
Iniry ; but ihe refurmeors, whose chiel representative Mr
Brown Is, arce net satieflod with the condition of things,
and are proparing o unite with the Union (Froneh Cans.
diam) ricge pariy for the ovearthrow of the conlition
Ministry. The eass of the rebel pirate Georpian, elaimad
by e Cnited Siates mm, in being lu‘surd. befars
the (ansduin bourts.

The Toronta Leadsr is mﬂnhln' in lended typon serics
of medien) artleles, written by Dooior Blackburn, (he
practitiontr ebarged with attempling o introduce yollow
fever and suvillpox among the United States troops dur.
ing oor late war,

Banator Williams, of Oregon, who & & meimbor of the

+ jomt Comgressdonal commilitoe W fuvpsigate the claking
af the representatives of Uee Bouibern “tales to admia.
sion, hus recently spent a fow days i3 Virglols oo o (our
of inspection of the comdition sud seulimonis of the
people of tiat State, and be b’ e bo the conclusion,

F! cormem, &'w  atal s that Vieginia loy-

ty, an represepled in e Leglalature and the social

circlos of its capiial elty. b= an sboulale myih.  He ays
the people siill cling aa fondly s ever to the exploded

Daliacies of their Bouthera coafrderacy and entoriain a

sirong houtility to the uational Congress, though they
profess great peorsopal respect for President Johinsom,
owing to the lonloncy with which he bas dealt with

Miem.  Our correspondent states that it bas recontly

come to light that the government made s mistake In
iha arrest of . B. Winder, who is now conlined ia

Libby prison on charge of being implieated in tho An.

outrages on national soldiers, W. 8 Winder,
who bas mado L escape from the couatry, being the
person wanted.

Governor Jomathan Worth, the new REreontive of
Nerth Caroline, assumed the duties of hiy office on Satur-
day Inat.

Thé arrest of gvery porson known to have participated
in the riovling at Alexaadris, Va., on Chiristmas Day has
boou ordered by General Angur, who also directs that
sone of them shall be givea up on the application of the
eivil nuthorities

Ther™ wan copsidorable fighting betweon the whiles
and blacke at Clarksville, Teanessse, on Unristmas Day.

An affray betwean Intoricated negre seamen belonging
Ao the gunbost Tacony and the police took place in Wil.
mingion, N. O, on Wedoesday nighl. Severa! pistol
shots were fired; but no ons was severaly wounduod

the Boards and to the Commissioners of the Sinzing
Fund for services, Three thousaud dollars esch was
gramted to the Five Points House of Indastry and the
Laies' Mmston. The Counsel to the Corporalion was
instruettl to defond the Bonrd of Councilmen on a
charge of contempt of court in the case of Houghtulin
versus (' Brisn.  The Boasd will meot this afternoon,

Judze Giles, of tho United SBiates Duateict Court in
Baltinore, yesteriday rendered a decision remanding to
mllitary authority for teial Ralph Abercrownbie, formerly
a lleutepsnt In the aational army, and who fs under nr-
rest on charges of desertion to the rebels, being a spy
and baving given testimony befora a robel conrt martinl
in Richmond whiel lad to the wrongf! conviction and
execution of Caplaid Deaton

The busines: of the Unitea States Circail Coart for
the wear 1565 s evmmed up i the following brief
reviow i —le the common law braoch of the court there
were commenced sovonty-thrée snits of civil characler
fexelis ve of eazes undar the [oleraal Revenue ack and
others Leought against the OCullector of the Court for
ulleged exeessive exaptions of dutiss), fourteon of which
were held aud disnossd of  Ta (he equity braokh there
wer one hundred and twenty-theee saits commenced;
foryy-sovon wiere heard on motion of Tujunction, forty-
two were gruated and fifty.one deated.  In nd:airalty on
appeal from the Dislzict Court tiirteen nises were hisard
ntwd diyposed of, and soven appeals were taken to the
[upreme Court of ths United States. On the eriminal
calonda: ware seventy four fndictments for various of-
fenoes, of which sixty-two wore tried.

The: run-nlng up for the plaintit? In tha Strong divor o
sul was concludod al six o'clock weslepday afteracon,
and the Jadge will chiacge (he jury this moroing.

A motlon came up roeatarday befors Judgs Barnard, in
the Supreme Court, chambers, on balinif of Mrs Har-
riet L. Raguor, to recover atimony from her formor hus,
band, W, M. Rayoor, ot the s of eight dollars per
wuek, for over two years. In February, 1362, a judg.
ment of divores was granted to Mri Rayaor, giving ali
mony to this amonui,  Bhorily after the Indy bgain went
to W*e with her former husband, wih whom she stayed
for nenely two years, and then ngaio left Lim, The quas-
Hon now hrises as 1o wheiber the action of a wife [0 re-
turaiug to hor husband aftsr &4 fudgment of divorse is
gronted does not cancel all fogal decroes as regards ali-
mony  The defapdunt was formeriy A datsctive on Lhe
Metaopolitan polies, and also on Geaeral Baker's foroo in
Wadunglon  The doaston was rasarvad,

An applisation was also made yesterday befors Judge
Harpard, ol chinmbers, o ball Christian Waltess, indieted
for the shooling of David Leften, In Division gtreet, on
the 2905 of lnst Saptember,  Lelen at presest lles in o
vory precarious condition lo the bhospital. The Jndge
decided that he would sdmit Lhe prisoner to bail shiould
n cartifleate of the bouss suzgeon ba produced stating
thiat the wounded man was tn vo danger of death

The Hon, Schuyler Colfax delivered his ienture “Across
the Continent" last evening, in the Gooper Tnatitute, to
one of the largest and most enthobinstic audiouces thut
<hat assembled witlin that bulldiag npon such an’ occa-
slon: for a -Jength of time. The immense hail was
qrewded in every parl, And ot even | ng' roomyas
to bo )ml for amm prossed from tha outsidd for |
adiniitance, 'l‘hllﬂl‘l.fﬂm iEs0lf was crowded, chairs being
paged clowe up (o the gaslights o accommodate tha
ludies and gontlemen whiv wore nteresied lstenors to
she lecture. Mr. Coifax briey Stated the ‘motives
which led to his undertaking & Journey actoss tha
continrnl—a desire to view for Limseif the capa-
bilities and vesources of Btiles and Territorios wlich
bhad con l and p d to contribute so much
to the wodith and power of the Upited States.  The de-
soriptive portion of tho lecture was lstemed to with
wrapt sttention, the lectarer, from his scholarly eholos
of words and hus expreasion of fealing, still under the In.
fluence of the emollons the sublime seenes through
which he passed gave rise.to, taking Lis hoarers' imagi-
nation with him over the lofty sierras and through the
mountain gorres and spreading plains he had traversed
in bis route, He was particolarly applsuded when
speaking of Mexico aa still a republie, and of the duty
wlich would devolve upon this goverament Lo abolish
polygamy in Ulah —that remaining one of the twin relics
of barbariem. He was very condembalory of those
United States officors in Utah who indulged fn o plurality
of wives, thus ssttiogat nought the very lagsof the
government they were sent thore to malniain. Towards
the abelition of this great canoer on the body pelitic he
thought nothing would be so eective as complating the
great Pacllic Rallway. His romarks on this polot also
drew forih hearty applsuss.

A lecture was deliversd last evening in Clinton
Hall by Heury C. Carey on the subject of our pational
resotrces, In which e innisted that a protective tariff is
the best policy of the nation, and that the ery of free
trade is a delusion to  nation with such nalural resources
a8 oum.

The new bu'lding on the corner of Broadway and
Liberty etreet, occupied by the Mutual Life Insarance
Company, was formally openod last evening. A grand

Furtber interesting detalls of the recent wreeks along
Ube coast are supplied 1a our columns this mornirg. The
weameor Idaho, which went sehiore on Barnegat Shoa's
on last Batorday night, will prove a tolal Joss. All the
porsons on board of hor ware saved, as were also those
On the bark Flors, which wont ashore at Wreck Pond
Inist, on Wednesday morning, during a hoavy fog.
Birvag hopes were yosterday entertained of getsing the
atber vemol of. The schooner Sophronia, from Fall
Rivos, Mass., for Bristol, R L, Is sunk ln Vineyard
Bound, and it I supposed that all her crew have been
drowned. An unRnown bark was yesterday morning -
Biscovered the breakers in Vineyard Sound, and
] waa considered cortaln, Wreoks are also
reporiad on the Virginia and North Carolina shores.

+ A list of all the gases of wracks in the Dcteber gales on
The Florida coast Which have been passod upoun in he
court at Key West wro riven (n our correspondence
From that placo, with e amount of salvago rendered
1n tho onses of two Meamons, three ships, 5ix barks, five
wumm

| Ab the meoting of the Board of Bupervisars yattorday
$ha Comptroller reported the amount paid to the super.
Inlendont and bullder of tho new Court House 1o have
Boen twenly thoussnd twe hundred and wixty.five dol
Bars, AL fve por oond, A motioa Lo abrogats the cantract

e relerrpd, Mr. Ngpt stating (bt e bulk of thoe

I was beld, st which over one thousand guesis
were presont.

The fourteenth anniversary of the Orphan's Home and
Asylum, located at the corner of Lexinglon svenue and
Forly-pioth street, ook place yosterday, From ihe re.
post of the 'y and the O o8 of the in-
stitution appear to be In & satisfactory condition. The

bildren of the establishment have boan remarkably
healthy, only one haviug died during the past year.
Afier tho anniversary exercises an eloction for mansgers
and trusteas was hald

Thers is a moyoment in Fenianigm at present looking
lolhe-munn central arbitrating congress and Lhe
munrnh!'lnnpmhulh prosent sirifo, TU
ts proposed 10 have the congreas ealled by Btate centres |
of both divisione. Tue O'Mahony bonde condemned by
the Henale are tho subject of Inquiry In places to
which they baye been sent.  Ponusylvania, New Jor-
soy, Indiann and other places furnish Senste promun-
ciamisnices to-day. Two new olrcles have boen organizett
muur in this city. 'We give to.day an acooutt of the

T‘m Bquare, with Lbe propars.
tionw fw the coming comvention in Clinton Mall; also
woveral joltare from conlres and organizsrs (o favor of
’Mabony , and Uhe sddrees of Miss Mahonoy Lo tho Bis-
terhoad likcawise appears i our eolumns this morming.

The United States and Brazil Mail Steamabilp Compa-

ny's sleamer Mavans, Gaptain W B, Greepe, will gl to-

& charge of practising an old confidence plnl,byullln;
ol storss und requesting the proprietors Lo send speoi-
mens of goods 1o ertain houses to enable some person
residing there to tnake a seloction, meeting the messon-
ger in the ball, loaying Lim thers, and thon protonding
to carry the articles atp stales (o the suppoded parchaser,
but really disappesring with (hem through the back
part of the housa, In this case the charge agamst Conk-
ling and Morgan was made by Mr. King, a Fourth avenae
watchmnker, who allages that they thus swindied him
out of four watches, valued at nearly six hundred dol.
Iars,  Othor similar complaints are sald to"be pepding
agninst then,

The depariure from this city of the steamship Conti-
nental, with tus expeditiogary purly of young ladies for
Washington Territory, which was to have falken placa
lnst woelr, hus been delayed ; but it is now stated that
the vessal will positively saill on Tuoesday noxt.  The
young ladles who are aloul to tey thelr fortunes in thas
distant quarter aro nearly ail in the eity

The town of Pulaski, Tenneosser, was visited on Tuea-
day nlght last by o lornado which blew down a number
of houses, It Is reported that ssveral persons were
killed, being buried in the rulns of the bulldings,

The stogk markoet was a shiade firmer and more aclive

yesterdny, Govermrocnts wors firm. Gold was  dull,
aod closed at 1453,
There was but little activity or buoyaney in commer-

cial ¢ir-les yesterday, acd the amount of business done
wis unusmally small Loth io forsign and domestic pro-
duce, Cofton was firmer.  Grocerica wers dull and
lower.  On "Change flour was firmer,  Wheat was stendy.
Corn wna a shude lower.  Pork was irreguiar.  Hoof was
steady. Lard was irm. Whiskey was sominally s shade
loweor. =

The Newa from Mexico=Warlike Prepag

rativns at Vera Craz,

The Moxican news, which we pnblish this
morning, is very interesting and somewhat aig-
nifioant. It may ngl mean war, bui it can
hardly be reconciled with the Louia Napoleonie
idea that “the empire is peace.” The facts
submitied, in the publlc ocslimntion, will mot
sustatn, the theory that the Emperor of the
French is negotiating for a quict withdrawal
of his Emperor of the Mexicans. Since our
reports by the last preceding stesmer from
Vera Craz another inslalment of twelve hun-
dred French troops had been landed there and
marched up into the interior. Considersble
quantitics of artillery, small arms and muni-
tions of war were arriving almost daily, and
moved in the same direction. The old guns of
the casile were beoing replaced by new ones
of heavier calibre, and on the land side of the
city the imperialials were actively engaged in
strangthoning its defences. These movements
may be the preliminary sieps lo an evacualion,
but they certainly Took more like deliberate
prepacations of defonce against an exproled
hostile investmeat by sea and land.

These warlike proceedings, in fact, glve
something of color (o the rumors at Washing-
ton of an alliance between Framce, Engiand,
Spain, Italy and Austria to maintain Mam-
milian on bis Mexican throne, although {hese
raporia are admitted to rest upen a very slen-
der fonndation, Unguestionably the interesis
of Englnnd do mot lie in any such coalition In
ipport of (he afloged American sthemes of
Nupoleon, but rather in the opposiie direction,

éven lo the exiremity of on armeéd alliamce,

with the United States. Let France be firmly
establisbed in Mexloo, and she will next be
firmly estallished in the Central American
Staley; and then, compmnding all the isthmus
passages between the two ooesns, not oaly
would the commercial ascpndency of England

be thercby endangored, but all ber colonics in |

both hemispheres. What, then, is the meaning
of these warlike preparations at Vers Cruz?
They are not noeded against the Mexican
liberals, reduced to a feeble guerills system of
warfare. Con they be intended as a menaoe
and & challenge to the United States!

‘We fall back upon President Johnson's Mes-
sage to Congress, In which the Monroe doctrine
is reafiirmed, and wherein he says that “at the
proper time” the sorrespondence between the
United States and France In rolation to Mexico
will bo Iaid before the two houses. We infer
from this statement that negotiations are in
progress looking to the sbandonment of
Mexico by Napoleon, and that probably the
bigh contracting parties may be discusming the
question of equivalents to France for her
peaceable evacuation. In this view, these
warlike preparations at Vera Oruz may be de-
signed to assist Mr. Seward in coming to terms.
There are tricks of strategy in diplomaey as
well as in war.

At all events, we have no doubt that Louls
Napoleon.has been thoroughly convinced from
his correspondence with our government that
his Mexioan usurpation cannot be recogaized,
nor even tolerated much longer, by the United
States. He must, then, make his election of one
of the two alternatives left bim. He must re-
tire for the sake of peace, or elect to maintsin
his position in Mexico at the costs and bazards
of a war with the United Siates. If the nephew,
like the uncle, were a bellever in his lucky star
against all hostile combinations and all con-
tingencies, we might couni upon the alterns-
tive of war, or an inglorions sacrifice of the
Monroe dootrine; but the disastrous mistakes
of Napoleon the First have taught Napoleon
the Third the saving virtues of prudence and
cantion to a remarkable degros,

To the sagnoious ekerolse of these qualitien
be is mainly indebted for his brilliant sucoesses
a4 the ruler of France and the arbiter of
Burope. He has known when o stop in his

wilijary adrentupes, a9 wo haye seon from his

by & phitoéman, be- | -

peace with Russia and his peace with Austria,
on the heel of successes In esch case, which
would have only sharpened the appetite of his
ungcle for larger enterprises. But in his (reat-
ment of the Pope the patient diplomacy of the
third Napoleon presenis the most striking
contrast to the ruinous sudecity of
his wuncle. The causes eof his overthrow
Talleyrand summed wup in these words:
“Spain, Russia end the Pope” Louis
Napoleon has svoided all these dangers except
Russia; for the real Russla with which he has
become entangled ia Moxico. He undertook
this Mexioan enterprise upon false calculations.
He blundered sadly in his estimates of the
strength of Jeff. Davis and the weakness of the
government of the United States. With the
collapne of the so-called SBouthern confederacy,
which ke did not provide for, his mistake in
Mexioo became apparent to all the world. But
there ho is, with his character for sagacity and |
his prestige of sucoess both imperilled, and

whol n ke {0t
m withdray withowt bu-

-iu.uoq he cannot qu&mmww
for w howbver,

for the sake of peace.)| We lave heard that if
permitted to secure complete suppression
of every vestige of the republic he will be pre-
pared to withdraw the empire. But, whatever
his designs may be, we are satiafled that Presi-
dent Johnson has been a course of
“masterly inactivity,” [apd that the longer
Napoleoa delays the inevitable settlement the
more troublesome, expensive and dangerous
will become his Mexican olephant. We siill
adbere to the theory of his early retiremeont;
but if he should be tolerated in Mexico till our
next Presidentinl election, that election would
involve a popular verdict upon the Monroe
decipine which would be decsive-—peace or
WAr.

Modern Clvilization and Anclemt Theo~
ries=The Inflaences of the Hailroad
and the Telegrmph on Nations.

Our lateat news from Europe givea intima-
tion of possible changes in the national life of
Spain, of Belgium and of Great Britain. ¥From
Spain we hear faintly the suggestion that the
Portuguese frontier should be obliternted;
that the Therian and the Lusitanian should for-
get their ancient quarrels; tbhat BpAniard and
Portuguese shouid join hands and form a single
pation. In relation to Belgium it i3 rumored
that an arrangemont for ita partilion is already
conoluded, by which its effects will pass to
Holland, Prussin and France. In the BEnglish
papgrsa we find a further expression of that
readiness to' dissolve colonin! connootions,
which, in its full development, will disintegrate
the British empire by atripping that Power ol its
vast foreign dependencies. At fimi glance
these projected possibilities seem, to bave only
the moat airy basis, and little or no relation” to
ong another. Indeed, as on the ‘one hand we
soe the breaking of great Powers into smaller,
and on the other the consolidation of smaller
into great onos, they appear o be direct ocon-
travies, and suggest only inexiricable confu-
sion in government relstions. Looked at more
closely, however, they will appear in their true
light, as correlative resulls of a law of national
life; and it will also be s2en that, slthongh now
regarded by the mass s bare possibilities,
they are the inevitable facts of the futuré.

Modarn civilization bhas changed the con-
dition of national existence, In the earliest
ages great empires formed around the person
of some hero, and great hereditary monarchies
| were kept ltogether Ly o religious machinery
that imposed upon the people with the motion
that ihe monarch was of superior essence to
other mea, hora of the gods and descended
from bewvem. This machivery elill exisis in
China, where the ordinary formula of royalty
styles the Emperor brother of the sun and
cousin of the planets. But asthe world grew
more intelligent bYold robels came up every-
where to question these divine origins, or to
assert eqnally divine ones, and the grost my-
wieldy realms were broken up and gave placy
to nuniberiess smsll States. Then came the
timp when -great reslms were only kept to-
gether by the franscendent genius of the raler.
It was no longer sufficjent to declare the King
greater than other men—he bad to be greator”
snd to oontrol all.by & superior intellect. The
greal Khosroo, Cambyses, Semiramls, Alex-
adder, Timer Bec and Charlemagne are ex-
amples of such,rulers. Charlemagne kept all
Burope in one power st n time when the com-
mwn necessitles of national life tended to break
up greal empirea. Consequently he was no
sooner dead than the empire went to pieces
snd divijed into dokedoms and States as
oumerous and different as the interests
and prejudices of the people who bhad
submitted to his rule. It could not be other-
wise; for in that age of imperfect communice-
tion nations could not be properly governed
by a Power resident thousands of miles awny.
Moantains, rivers, foresis, inclement seasons,
the absence of roads, separated the parts of an
empire from one another, so that it required
monihs for the decrees of a central Power to
reach through the realm. Bmall Siates were,
therefore, » necessity of government.

That condition of nslionsl existence pre-
vailed in’ Europe for hundreds of years, and
has been accepted by all the phllosophers and
made the basis of learned argumenis on the in-
berent weakness of Powers that are territori-
ally great. It has been applied against Russia,
and, worse still, against the United States. It
is the meaning of De Tocquerville’s phrase that
our country is “s glant without bones.” Buro-
pesn writersa saw in our vast expansion the
ceriainty of our ruln, and rested upon the Mon-
roe doctrine, that was to spread us oul
further, as their best ally agalnst us.
But these shortsighted persons bave failed
to nmotlce that the eiroumstances that
weakensd Powers of great territorial ex-
tent no longer exist. They shut thelr eyes to
the fact that the power that kept nations small
by necessity has passed away. They leave the
rallroad, the steamboat and the electrio tele-
graph out of thelr arguments—that Is, they
leave out the present time. They set them-
selves down as if i§ were the good year four
teen hundred, and reason sccordingly. They
forget that modern Invention has well nigh
annihilated time and space, and that by the
present aystem of Interoommunication all Ba-
rope is practically mo larger tham any lidle
single Blate was in the Middle

But Whough (he philosophony forget be
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destroy. That two such countries ahould be-
come one Is an inevitable fact of the futnre.

no good reason for a nation's existence except
a geographioal resson, or s reason fonnded on
radical differences of race. But with England
the law will, and already does, oparate the
other way, becauge the British empire is w0
mmumuhmmw
sea voyagea. In her case the

tat renders it now more
mhm large nations than 1t waa
snclently. Sbe will be loft behind in the race

' for national supremacy, and is, therefore, the

.one vnat Power of the earththat thia greal law

will destroy.

The Buropean Nations and the Chincse—
Onur Intereats in Asin,

The Intést advices from China reveal the
fact that most of the Enropean Powers are
making very slow progress in establishing
amicable relations with that country. The
policy of alternately drugging with opium,
bullying and fighting does not seem to con-
vince the QCelestials that ihose nations which
adopt those styles of argument are entitled
to their confidence and respect. A mnation
which has existedl Il late .years for
centurica without internal revolution of
any moment, and has been free from wars
for genorations, very uaturally looks with
suspicion upon the government which resorts
to the means that England bas been in the
babit of using in Asin to advence ber com-
morce, Almost the first step taken by England
in her efforts to establish commercinl inter-
course with the Chinese was to demoralize the
people by feeding them wilh opium. Then
came tye clandestine trade in that article in
violation of the lawa of the empiro. which in
turn led to wars and insurrections. A govern-
meut whose traditions have been that of non-
intercourse with other nations must bhave had
that polioy sirengthened in their own estima-
tion when they saw that the firat feuits of in-
ternational interconrse were demoralization of
the paopla, war, murder and insurrection. Yet
all of these were hronght upon the Chinese by
fhe Powers of Europe in their efforts to open
that couniry to their commerce, This mode of
progcadure is go averse to thal in vogue among
the Chineae that we are not surprised that but
little progress ia made in eslablishing full
friendly relafiona,

Ovur governmont haa very wisely thmwn the
weight of its influenco against this policy.
The interccasions of our representatives at
Pekin succeeded for a time in breaking up the
policy of demanding ecasion of torrilories by
the Powers of Europe, and thus opened the
doors of China, by peaceful mesns, wider and
more en’eemuz than all the threats, bullying
and warllke operatlons of other nations com-
binad could possibly do. Bul we now learn
that the governments of Europe are again re-
sorting to their old dodge, and that efforts are
being made to involve thiy country with them.
We trust that our rapresentatives in that quar-
ter will be instrnoted (o keep aloof from all
sach alliances. Whilé we do not intend to pocket
an insult from any foreign government, yet it
should not be our policy o pluuge oursolves
into & war, espocially when the reverss of that
policy will the best serve our interest, as it
clearly will, with the Chinese. We want no
cessfon of territory in Asia; we have sufficient
on thiz continent for our purposes; nor should
we assist England, France or any other gov-
sorament in securing grmats of that kind from
the Emperor of China. 1f Bngland or any other
‘oountcy dosires (b engage in war for that pur-
pose lek t\n-doaaﬁdroumqtnsihmu

is that of & masterly asd energ-lic peace. We
are go situnted that we have everything to gain
"and . nothing to lose by that course.. ‘The cor-
rectness of this view hes slready been '
by the large orders which oor ship buildeos
have received from the Chinese, snd that, too, at
the very time when England and other nations
were ftrying to foroe their trade upon them.
The moral effect of peaceful diplomacy has ac-
complished for us what the thrests of war and
bullying demands of other countries have failed
to bring about. Buch will unquestionably lead
to this result hereafter,

It is but o short time since the offorts of Rus-
sia to construct a telegraph across the Chinese
empire were interrupled by the Chinede govern-
ment. Serlous complications were threatened;
but we presume that Russis will finally carry
her point, although it may arouse such animosi-
ty on the part ofthe suthorities in China that
it will embarrass for » long time its operations.
As one end of this line is to terminate in this
country, we ean, if we are wise, be the first to
receive the advaniage and reap the frulla It
will make this country one of the great oentres
of the world, and by the time that the European
govornments have overcome the projudice
among the Chinese whioch their belligerent
demonstrations and threats have aronscd the
ourrent of rade of Chins will have so sirongly
sot In towards our shores on the Pacific that
it will be impossible to change it. That trade
will soon become one of the most Important of
that of any nation. It will be specially valua-
ble to us from the fact that the articles ralsed
and manufactured there which we desire
the mosi are not produced In thin country.
‘It is then olesrly our pollcy to maintain friend-
ly relations with the Chinese, The folly of the
conre of the European nations is too apparent
for us to be misled in this respect. A nation
that was constantly trying to stir up insurrec-
tion in onr midst, and endeavoring o demor-
alize our people In every possible way, should
be the Jast which we would desire to reward
with our commercs. However, human natare Is
the same the world over, not exoepting the Chi-
nese. Those Powers which are friendly to that
ocountry during the hours of trial will gaia the
respeot and gratitude of both people and gov-
ernment when the troubles [disappear, and be

rewarded with in all commeroial ln-
tercourse, la‘mu.hﬂmﬂ

and accépt the conséquonices. Ol true polioy

The British Gover Comtl [
Its New Taock. .
Some days ago we had occasion to allude to
the remarkable change in tho tactica of the
British government and the tone of the London
press and its correspondents concerning Ameri-
can affairs. This especially referred to eur
complications with the policy of Ruropéan
governments. The latesi arrivals bave oon-
firmed our views,
In one of the London press of a late date we
find an artiole on the apeech of
Mr. Bigelow, our Minister ot Parls, in which
comparison is sagely drawn botween the pell-*
ticians and statesmen of Great Britain and our
own prominent representative men, We cam
draw no other conclusion from the tenor-of the
article than that the advantage is on our side.
The late President Lincoln is taken na the {ype of
the “rough, common sense and ghrowd-
pesa” of the intelligent mnsses of the Uniom,
“the depository of political power;" and Gem-
eral Grant is referred to 08 having “Inherited °
in some degree the charsoteriatics of the hh
President.” “The sirength of the nation,”
tinuen the journal from which we guote, “lhl
in :e miss of energetic, industfipus and sell-
relinat men.” mblhﬁﬂ!ehﬂlem
probubly learned in previous conlests wi\
America; wnd it was scarcely neccssary to
awail the triumphant results ef the rebellion to 4
acknowledge it. General Grant is spoken of
na the “Inartlculate hero,” whose words “are
fow and rugged; but when thoy come they ex-
presa the dogged resolution, the ardor slowly
kindled, but when once alight ateadily mnain-
tained, the unflinching pertinacilty, and the *
power of adapting means to ends which, acting
together, crashed the Southern confederalion,
and which we are bound to recognize the more
readily beeanse they are among the best char-
acteristics we covot for ourseives.”

The heroic momories of MariBorough and
Weollingfon are, it seems, replaced by the
greater and mora rocent achievements of an
American goncral. This is a very atrango ad-
mission on the part of a leading English priut,
and must touch the officers in the British army
in a tender part. The English heroes of the
Crimea, few as they were, scem to have been
lost sight of altogethor, and, instead of looking
to France for the heroes of that war, America
is accepted, even on English authorily, es
furnishing the first wilitary caplain of the age.
The compliment paid to the United States
when, “in the moment of their success, Aushod
with triumph and fntoxicated with glory, their
armies did not demand to be led against new
encmios,” and did not murmur st a dismissal,
ian fitting commentary upon the sanguinary
purposes and grasping ambition of the Fnglish
while employing iheir power to scize and
ocenpy dominions upon which “the sun sbhould
vever set,” i

We might “continue at length these illualra
tions of the newly found sympathy of Greal
Dritain for the United Biates, but do not deom
itneceasary. It is aufficiont for ua to know that
the trouble browing between England and
France, which has already led to'the suspen-
sion of the extradition treaty beiween the two
nations, proliminary, as we have predicted, ta
the complete ruptore of the enfenls cordiale, is
no particular business of our peopla or gove
ernment. Whatever the result may be, lin
United States are sure to be benefited by Lheir
quarrel; and we can afford to be quiot for »
while, amid all the complications and clashinge
among Earopean dynaslies, resting upon the
laurels we have won in one of the most gigaatia
struggles of modern limos.

’l-nulpnl Roeforms mnd Heformera.
When mon grow rich they become conserva-
tive. Salisfied with the world as it Is, they de
nol eare to iry to make il what it oughi lo be.
To this general rule there are very few excep-~
tions, and these exceplions are man of such
marked genius that while advocating neces-
sary reforms they never allow themsclves to
degenerate into mere destructives, ke the
rampant radicals. Unfortunately this dty pos-
sesscs but a small number of such realreform-
ers. We have plenty of rich men, but they
are perfecily contented to count owr their
millions, and are never willing (o givi a fdw
dollars, or even a few cents, toward remedy-
ing the evils of which they are often tle lond.
o8t to contplain.. Thay will not taks the trouble
o go, to the polls to vote, and yet theyboartily
dengunce dishonest olcula at. :their dinner
lables. They do nothing o render oul munich
$al burdens less, byt they grumble Ledbb
N&qmuﬂeﬂwhwuamm
They will glve théir namas to a . reforn party
perhaps; but they will never give anythin elacf
In every {nstance within our recollectits they
have permitted the most umscrupulousroliti-
cisns to use so-¢alled reform for
mercenary ends, umdll it bas passed ilo a
proverb that the worsé men have thi host
eh’u of election when 'the ory of rotm is
ralsed during a municipal caavass. W hold
it to be & selfevident trath thet the withy
ol of this metropolis are direci sad
indirectly responsible for the mismanament
our oity affairs, sad thet no help o be
M in any scheme r the

i

elans to get hold of bim snd sell him @ for
ossh. The letter to Governor Fenlgoes
farther than this, and reveals to us Hllicis
connection between these politicisns muni.
ofpal reforms.  The writer begins tating
that, for reasons satisfactory to himse* way
desirous of a change in the leadersbf iho
democratic pariy in this clty, and thaorder
to secure “a great personal triu” he
made oharges against' the Compire He
then continnes:—"I was assured Wmding
members of the republican party, ngosely
identified with the Btale Executive} If o
falr pretext could be presented for throieg
of the power of removal vested in yExoel
lency, Mr, Brennan should be remy and
negotintions were aotually entered .4
bad resson to believe, with your
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